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2016-2017 IMMUNIZATION SURVEY OVERVIEW
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
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2016-2017 SURVEY LARGELY UNCHANGED

 Some minor updates from last year’s survey:

 Removal of recommended vaccines

 Students with an exemption and no vaccines split into medical exemption and religious exemption

 Still have area to submit students with history of varicella or lab evidence of immunity to HepB, MMR, Varicella

Only count students once per vaccine group!

 The 2016-2017 survey will ask if a student:

 Has the required number of vaccines

 Has documentation of immunity, or history of disease

 Has a medical or religious exemption

 Each student should only fall into one category for each vaccine

 Some students may not be counted for a vaccine, if they are missing their record or documentation for a particular vaccine
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REQUIRED NUMBER OF VACCINES

 Our website contains the updated school immunization requirements for all grades:

 http://www.mass.gov/dph/imm, click on “School Immunizations,” then “Immunization Requirements for School Entry”
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2016 SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS

 Kindergarten:

 5 doses of DTaP vaccine (or 4 doses if the 4th dose is 

received after the 4th birthday)

 4 doses of Polio vaccine (or 3 doses if the 3rd dose is 

received after the 4th birthday)

 2 doses of MMR vaccine

 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine

 2 doses of Varicella vaccine

 Grade 7:

 2 doses of MMR vaccine

 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine

 2 doses of Varicella vaccine

 1 dose of Tdap vaccine

 Note: Students in 7th-12th grade should also have at 

least 4 doses of DTaP vaccine and at least 3 doses of 

Polio vaccine; the 7th grade survey does not ask for 

these vaccines

10/5/2016 6



LABORATORY EVIDENCE

 Students should be counted under laboratory evidence of immunity IF

 They do not have the required number of vaccines

 AND they have titers/blood draw results indicating immunity

 Only allowed for HepB, MMR (must have immunity to measles, mumps, and rubella), and Varicella

 Having the required number of vaccines overrides any additional documentation of immunity, and that student 

should only be counted as vaccinated
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HISTORY OF CHICKENPOX DISEASE

 A student with a history of chickenpox disease meets school requirements

 This is a note from a medical professional (doctor, nurse practitioner, physician assistant, or designee) that the child had 

chickenpox

 If they also have two doses of varicella vaccine, do not count under history of disease, only count as vaccinated

 If they do not have a reliable history of disease, but have positive titers, count under lab evidence of immunity

 If they have both history of disease and lab evidence, count under history of disease
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EXEMPTIONS

 Medical and religious exemptions are allowed

 Philosophical exemptions are not allowed in Massachusetts, even if signed by a doctor

 A medical exemption is a note from the student’s doctor stating a contraindication for a vaccine(s)

 A religious exemption is a statement in writing from the student’s parent/guardian saying that a vaccine or 

vaccines are against their sincerely held religious belief

 If a student with the required number of vaccines for school entry also has an exemption on file, they should only 

be counted as vaccinated

 E.g. – A 7th grade student has a record of 2 MMR, 3 HepB, 2 Varicella, and 1 Tdap. They were recently diagnosed with 

leukemia and have a doctor’s note contraindicating all live vaccines.

Because this student has all the required vaccines for school, they should not be counted as having a medical exemption
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MINIMUM AGES AND INTERVALS

 Minimum ages and intervals are not considered for school 

entry, with the exception of varicella vaccine and MMR 

vaccine

 2 doses of varicella vaccine must be given at least 4 weeks 

apart and given after the first birthday

 2 doses of MMR vaccine must be given at least 4 weeks apart 

and given after the first birthday
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DEADLINE

 The deadline for the survey, regardless of how it is submitted, is Friday, October 28th, 2016

 Schools that do not submit a survey will be contacted

 An opportunity to re-submit your survey will be available in late fall
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METHODS FOR SUBMITTING YOUR IMMUNIZATION 

SURVEY
FINDING YOUR BEST FIT
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WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR SCHOOL?

Option 1: Submit Survey

 Complete and submit your survey through the MIIS

 Features/Benefits:

 Same format as survey monkey

 Submits through the MIIS

 Always have access to past surveys submitted through the 

MIIS

Option 2: Worksheet & Survey

 Use the worksheet to help complete the survey

 Features/Benefits

 Adding students to the online worksheet will then 

automatically populate the survey

 A copy of your worksheet can be printed to retain for your 

records.
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WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR SCHOOL?

Option 3: Student Rosters, Worksheet & Survey

 Create student rosters for each grade within your 
school. Student immunizations will be applied to 
your worksheet and survey. 

 Features/Benefits:

 Rosters are always accessible

 You can assign and advance students each year

 Once students are assigned, their immunization records are 
used to populate the worksheet and the survey.

 Time saving

 Access to immunization information you may not have.

Option 4: Survey Monkey

 Complete survey through Survey Monkey

 Benefits:

 Same process as in previous years

 Cons:

 No way to access surveys once submitted

 All data would need to be manually compiled 

 Survey Monkey will not be offered indefinitely

10/5/2016 14



MIIS OVERVIEW
WHAT IS THE MIIS?
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OVERVIEW
 Secure, confidential web-based system capable of electronic data exchange and 

direct data entry

 Consolidates immunization records over lifespan

 Assists providers with clinical decisions

 Helps identify due or overdue immunizations

 Prevents over/under immunization

 Includes practice management tools

 Patient immunization and vaccine usage reports

 Assists schools with student immunization coverage

 Tracks over 3.2 million doses of vaccine distributed by MDPH annually

 Provides infrastructure for tracking essential information during public health 
emergencies
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2011

• Total Sites: 9

• Total Patients: 
3,902

• Total Shots: 69,505

2012

• Total Sites: 55

• Total Patients: 
815,928

• Total Shots: 
3,371,434

2013

• Total Sites: 341

• Total Patients: 
1,539,629

• Total Shots: 
7,303,293

2014 

• Total Sites: 532

• Total Patients: 
2,370,194

• Total Shots: 
13,597,285

2015

• Total Sites: 1,121

• Total Patients: 
4,427,623

• Total Shots: 
33,334,571

Sept 1, 2016

• Total Sites: 1,863

• Total Patients: 5,179,492

• Total Shots: 37,396,181

DATA OVER TIME…
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DATA SHARING
WHAT IS IT AND HOW WILL IT EFFECT MY ACCESS TO PATIENT RECORDS?
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John Doe: 

MIIS

Community 
Health Center

Yes – patient informed about the 

MIIS and access to all 

immunizations shared with all 

providers. 
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John Doe: 

MIIS

John Doe: 

MIIS

John Doe: 

MIIS

Community 
Health Center

Unknown – patient not informed 

about the MIIS, provider(s) reported 

only historical immunizations and 

access to immunizations limited to 

reporting provider(s).

Yes – patient informed about the 

MIIS and access to all 

immunizations shared with all 

providers. 

No – patient informed about the MIIS 

and access to immunizations limited to 

reporting provider(s). Est. to be less than 

1% of patients.
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DATA SHARING – EFFECTS ON SCHOOL MODULE

Data Sharing = YES

 Student can be added 
to student roster

 Student then be 
included on your 
Immunization Survey 
Worksheet

 Immunization Record 
can be viewed within 
the Immunization 
Registry

Data Sharing = NO*

 Student can not be 
added to student 
roster

 Student will not be 
included on your 
Immunization Survey 
Worksheet

 Immunization Record 
can not be viewed 
within the 
Immunization Registry

Data Sharing = UNKNOWN**

 Student can not be 
added to student 
roster

 Student will not be 
included on your 
Immunization Survey 
Worksheet

 Immunization Record 
can not be viewed 
within the 
Immunization Registry

*Patients (parents/guardians) can change their data sharing status at anytime. Consult your school 

administration for your school’s policy.

**Patients (parents/guardians) can be informed about the MIIS which will result in a change to their 

data sharing status. Consult with your school administration for your school’s policy.
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DEMONSTRATION

MIIS TRAINING SITE

NEW SCHOOL MODULE

Immunization Registry

Search for a student

Data Sharing

Assign an individual student to your school

Immunization Record

School Module

School Profile

Submit an immunization survey

Immunization Survey History

Assign students in bulk

Immunization Survey using the worksheet
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MIIS REGISTRATION
HOW TO REGISTER WITH THE MIIS?
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MIIS REGISTRATION

 All site registration should be completed at a school district level

 All users will register within their school district and will be given access to the individual schools 

within their district

 Registration 

 2-3 weeks for Site registration

 1-2 weeks for User registration

 www.contactmiis.info
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CONTACTMIIS RESOURCE CENTER
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Click here to 

register your 

school district

Click here to 

register as an 

individual user 
(if your school district 

has already registered)
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MIIS REGISTRATION

Not sure if you are registered? 

 Call the MIIS Helpdesk at 617-983-4335
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QUESTIONS?

Immunization Survey

Assessment Unit

immassessmentunit@state.ma.us

617-983-4330

MIIS & Registration

MIIS Helpdesk

miishelpdesk@state.ma.us

617-983-4335
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