
Welcome, 
School Nurse Leaders!

September 29, 2016



• Professional Organization

• Affiliate of the NASN

• Board members and volunteers welcome!

• Check out our website:  www.msno.org/



Member Survey

• As reported by our Executive Director, Marie DeSisto –

• Our first “Annual Member On-Line Survey” (2016) identified 
that our members are happy:  86.4% Extremely 
satisfied/satisfied with MSNO

• So, why membership is important to your professional school 
nurse practice?



Legislative Advocacy

• Critical for school nurse practice

• Advocacy for student health issues:
• Full funding for the ESHS line item
• H. 415 – An Act relative to emergency stock epinephrine (House 

Steering, Policy and Scheduling)
• H. 1902 – An Act relative to emergency epinephrine pens in schools 

(killed)
• S. 2252 – An Act relative to the administration of diabetes 

medication (Committee on Senate Rules)
• S. 2440 – An Act requiring AED’s in schools (House Ways and Means)



Upcomining Upcoming Public Hearing…

• the BORN has proposed a rewrite of the regulations governing 
nursing practice:

• to allow unlicensed personnel to administer medication - and to 
perform other clinical nursing duties...

• a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at 9:00am 
with writtem testimony to be submitted electronically by Tuesday, 
October 11, 2016

• This is a dangerous proposal – MSNO has joined with the MNA to 
oppose this plan – one that will negatively impact nursing practice in 
ANY healthcare setting!



MSNP                   White Paper –

• MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL NURSE ORGANIZATION

• Statement on the Ballot Question to Legalize Marijuana
• The Massachusetts School Nurse Organization strongly opposes the ballot measure to legalize and regulate 

marijuana. As professional school nurses, we are charged with ensuring the health, safety, and wellbeing of 
Massachusetts children in our schools. Like many physicians, public officials, and parents, we fear not only for the 
health of those who would use the drug legally, but also for that of our school-aged children who may turn to the 
use of marijuana if it is legalized.

• Adolescents are particularly vulnerable to the negative effects of marijuana. The National Institute of Drug Abuse 
have outlined the serious affects of marijuana on the health safety and education of adolescents, including 
memory and learning skills impairment, impaired attention, judgment, and other cognitive functions and an 
increase risk of anxiety and depression. It would be irresponsible and dangerous to increase its availability and ease 
of access for young people. 

• Marijuana use can significantly lead to an adolescent’s use of other drugs and long-term addiction. Studies have 
shown the adolescent brain may be more vulnerable to addiction, which is a growing issue among our children. As 
the Commonwealth attempts to defeat an extensive opioid epidemic, we should focus on limiting access to 
potential gateway drugs, not expanding it.  

• As professional school nurses, we have seen firsthand the negative effects of marijuana use in our young people. 
For the sake of the health, safety, and wellbeing of the Commonwealth’s children, we oppose the ballot measure 
that would legalize Massachusetts.



• The Critical Importance of Dada Collection!

• MA school nurses collect data for the 2015-2016 school year

• District (or individual schools) submit via Qualtrics
link: https://survey.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_3kFOSCBeT8BQ
0x7&Q_JFE=0

• Deadline: October 15th 2016

• www.msno.org - please contact info if any questions…

Step Up & Be Counted

https://survey.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_3kFOSCBeT8BQ0x7&Q_JFE=0
http://www.msno.org/


Step Up & Be Counted



www.MSNO.org   

• Information about DESE licensure – updated

• Job postings

• Links to information and resources

• Legislative updates



Fall Conference      

• October 15, 2016

• Holiday Inn, Marlborough

• “Supporting Social & Emotional Health and Wellness: 
Guidelines for School Nurses”
• Key Note: Jefferson Prince, MD
• 5 ANCC continuing education credits



"Make yourself known...no longer can school 
nursing be a hidden system, but be recognized by 

state and community leaders as a valuable 
resource (Smith, 2014)."



School nurses…

• care about student health issues

• keep students healthy, safe and ready to learn

Join MSNO and be a voice for the children of the 
Commonwealth!


